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SOLASTALGIA

In SOLASTALGIA | am looking at changes to the landscape and environs of
my neighbourhood. Changes that leave me sad and nostalgic for the way it
was. Changes that have been swift and intense.

Change is inevitable of course. But some change is more difficult to

accept, such as the diminished visibility of the star-studded night skies,

the industrialization of the landscape, the sudden appearance of acres of
gravel and chain link fence, the disappearance of narrow country roads and
wooded wind breaks, the absence of animals, and quiet.

In ecological terms, these are all evidence of environmental degradations.
In SOLASTALGIA, | am attempting to express the emotional experience of
loss of place.

This feeling of solastalgia is caused by industrial activity that destroys a
landscape. When farmers and ranchers arrived more than100 years ago,
Indigenous locals would have experienced the changes to the landscape
as brutal, disruptive and disturbing. The oil and gas industry first arrived
decades ago but the incursion of the early 2000's occurred in such a rapid
and brutal fashion, it has left an indelible imprint on the landscape and in
the minds of many.

Images of industrial waste, such as massive piles of shipping skids and
other garbage, and images of oil and gas processing facilities, are imposed
on photographs of a local river valley in the same way industry has
imposed its toxic and overwhelming presence on the regional landscape.

The hand-coloured, black and white photographic images hearken back
to the classic art of hand tinting that predated the invention of colour film,
just as my images hearken back to the days before the oil and gas industry
swept into the region.

Barbara Swalil
July 2020
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Artist in Residence Program (AIR)

The Peace Liard Regional Arts Council (PLRAC) and the Dawson Creek Art
Gallery would like to congratulate Barbara Swail for having been selected
as a mentorship artist in 2019. We are honoured to present Barbara’s newly
created exhibition SOLASTALGIA in the Dawson Creek Art Gallery in 2020.

The AIR program, administered by the PLRAC with support from the BC
Arts Council, provides a northeast BC artist with concentrated time to work
on their art in a studio setting along with mentorship from a professional
artist/curator culminating in a solo exhibition. This year, there was an
opportunity to include two artists selected for mentorship and exhibition.
The program, which the PLRAC hopes will become an annual opportunity,
was developed to assist the region’s artists in gaining time for their practice
as well as furthering their exposure and professional status.

The 2019 submissions to the Artist in Residence program were adjudicated
by Paul Crawford, curator of the Penticton Art Gallery, and nationally
renowned artist Peter von Tiesenhausen from Demmit, Alberta.

Paul also participated as a mentor during the creative process generously
offering to share his experience and expertise with our local artists and arts
organizations.
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